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Dr. D.C. Sircar writes “Epigraphy is the study of
inscriptions, and ‘insctiption’ means any writing engraved
on some object. In India, rocks as well as lithie, metallic,
earthen or wooden pillars, tablets, plates and pors, as also
bricks, shells, ivory plaques and other objects were used
for incising inscriptions.”! By and large, it is considered all
over the world that, the inscriptions are the most authentic
sources in reconstructing the history of the past. India is
very rich in the domain of epigraphy and especially south
India excels the north,

Southern India was ruled by the Kadamba, Calukya of
both Badami and Kalyina, Gafiga kings from Talakidu,
Rastrakita and Hoysala in Karndtaka while Tamilnddu was
under the sway of Pallava, Cola and Pandya rulers, They
ruled berween the fourth and the rwelfth centuries, There
were constant military interactions between them. While
Kadamba, Calukya kings of Badami, and Ganga kings
fought with Pallava of Kifici, their successors Ristrakiita,
Cialukya of Kalyina and Hoysala kings had to face military
hostilities of Cola of Tadjavir, Finally, the last Cola mon-
arch was overthrown by Hoysala king Someévara. The aim
of this article is not to deal with the political history of
these dynasties but to examine the script of their inscrip-
tions, their style of calligraphy and to a certain extent the
style of texts too,

It is well proved by the scholars of yore that India owes
its writing to Adokan Brihmi seript. In the 3rd century B.C.
King Asoka after embracing Buddhism, to promulgate its
ideals, issued the edicts and had them engraved on stones,
rocks all over India for the sake of educating common
people. He sent missionaries outside India. As a result
Buddhism spread and flourished outside India too. Along
with Buddhism, the art of writing also went abroad.,

North Indian languages belong to the Indo-Aryan
group while the South Indian languages are called Dravid-
ian. North Indian languages are derived from Sanskrit while
the origin of the South Indian languages is still discussed.
Irrespective of the language of inscriptions, the script used
to be common, that is Brahmi script. The scripts of all
Indian languages are derived from the same Brahmi script
of Asokan edicts. Historians have not yet been able to dis-
cover what kind of writing was existing in India prior to
the edicts of Asoka. What must have been the origin of
Briahmi is also a subject of discussion but without conclu-
sion. It is a well estblished fact that Brithmi script is at the
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origin of Indian scripts. Starting from rthis Brahmt in the
3rd century B.C. how the art of epigraphy developed in the
south and its influence on Cambodian  inscriptions is the
main theme of this ardcle.

In the beginning, for the better functioning of the
realm, the society was divided into four classes called varpa,
This division was effected with respect to the profession
that they were exercising, If the intellectual activities were
reserved to the class of brihmins, protection of the society
was the responsibility of the ruling class called Asaerya,
and financing all these activities was the duty of the mer-
chant class named varsya. Finally comes the class of stz
who were in the service of all the above mentioned three
classes. Gradually the rules became rigid and pertaining to
any class became hereditary i.e. the son of a brihmin will
be brahmin, the son of a ksatriva became kgatriya and so
on. However, one could exercise others’ professions too,
In history there are plenty of doccuments which men-
tion brihmins leading the army to the battlefields as army
chiefs. Similarly, non-brihmins as authors of literary works
are also innumerable, Amongst such writers were the poets
whao drafted the texts of epigraphs in excellent poetry, This
evidence of epigraphical poetry goes to prove that the
intellectual activities were not monopolised by the brihmin
class. This statement needs more clarification.

The study of Veda and its allied subjects was the special
ptivilege of the braihmins but, however, the study of litera-
ture was not forbidden to others. Bilhana, who came all the
way from Kasmir to Karnitaka to the court of Calukya King
Vikramaditya VI, mentions in his Vikmamirkadevacarita
that the subjects of King Vikramaditya were so cultured
that even women were well-versed in prikrta. This state-
ment is not baseless because in many inscriptions some
verses are composed in prikpea. The alphabetisation was
allowed to the other classes of people o and for their
information sake charts were engraved on stone stelas,
Besides, other materials such as copper plates, silver plates,
rarely golden plates and sometime wooden slabs were also
used for engraving charts,

As temples were playing the role of banks, libraries, art
centres and archives, by and large inscriptions were pre-
served there. They were the first places for the preservation
of inscriptions. A second place, sometimes, was on the
bank of tanks to commemorate the event of its excava-
tion. Stone slabs containing other events were installed by
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