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Site conservation planning is focused on preserving and protecting the outstanding
universal value of Phnom Bakheng within the context of Angkor, while enabling
consensus-building with key stakeholders and realizing economic development in
harmony with the site’s aesthetic beauty and historic and cultural values.
Conservation in the context of this plan includes not only ensuring the physical sur-
vival of the archaeological site and monument, but also enhancing the visual char-
acter of the landscape setting and improving the interpretation and understanding
of the whole site as a cultural landscape to visitors.
WMF policy is to carry out minimum conservation work necessary for the long-
term survival and, where possible, display of the site. Any decisions on what
should be done at Phnom Bakheng will be derived from a thorough understanding
of the site and its significance and values.
WMF's approach to conserving the architectural remains of Phnom Bakheng will be
to conserve it as a partial ruin. The general aim will be to slow or arrest the process
of decay while also making the site safer and more intelligible to the visitor.

Conclusion
With the input of stakeholders, who include partners, scholars, and relevant com-
munities, the Conservation Master Plan for Phnom Bakheng serves as a working
tool for the APSARA Authority and the WMF to communicate the significance of
the site, and document a vision for its conservation, interpretation, and manage-
ment. The future for Phnom Bakheng is based on the fundamental need to conserve,
enhance, and interpret the historic landscape of Yasodharapura evident in the mor-
phological transformation of the cultural landscape of Angkor—in particular the
phnom and its immediate environs, and its contribution to Angkor’s outstanding
universal values—while maintaining its authenticity and integrity. 
The cultural significance of Phnom Bakheng, as a whole, is provided not only by the
survival of the temple complex, but also by the unique integration of its symbolic
plan with the natural landscape. It represents a masterpiece of human creative
genius for the high quality of its artistic work and the integration of its symbolic
form with the natural landscape to create a physical manifestation of a Hindu cos-
mological template of the perfect universe.
As the most prominent temple-mountain within the context of Angkor, Phnom
Bakheng, with its matrix of built features integrated into the landscape is symbolic
of Khmer religiosity, and Angkor Park is emblematic of the Cambodian national
identity. 
If the Khmer lose that connection to their cultural heritage—their past; and if we
lose that landscape poetry, then we have all lost a great deal.
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