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Investment in higher education is a long-term investment
in both the national economy as well as society and culture.
Cambodids changing political economy makes education an
important component determining the future direction of its
society. There are many difficulties the education sector will face
to grow and improve, and this growth should be accomplished
in concert with the growth and development of other sectors.

Following Cambodias change from a centrally-planned
economy to a market economy in the early 1990, strengthening
the education sector has been considered a key effort in
stabilizing society and economic growth (Ahrens and Kemmerer
2002). Education produces qualified human resources which
are highly needed in a democratic society (Mayer 1995).
Cambodias educational system is in a transitional phase, due
to rapid societal change. In response to the demand of graduate
students, in 1997 the state allowed private institutions to
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compete with state schools (of which examples are Norton
Institute of Management, and the Institute of Technology and
Management).

In the school year 1999-2000, a total of 14,986 students
registered in private institutions with only 6,751 in state
institutions. State and private lecturers total 1,135. Most
of the lecturers in private schools have Master’s or Doctoral
degrees (MOEYS 2002). However, Mayor (1995) has noted
that sharp increases in student numbers does not guarantee an
increase in the quality of students. There are advantages and
disadvantages to these rising numbers, which will need to be
ﬂddreﬂ'fd éy tf]‘e gotltmmmr.

More students also means more employment opportunities
Jor teachers - MA and Ph.D graduates, and gives them an
opportunity to contribute their skills. This will also contribute
to the constructive growth of Cambodian higher education.
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